IHM Conference/Retreat Center
401 S. Bryn Mawr Avenue, Bryn Mawr, PA 19010

Winter - Spring 2026

The IHM Conference/Retreat Center was founded in 1997 and is a ministry of the
Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, Immaculata, PA. Our Mission
Statement expresses the purpose of the IHM Conference Center, stating that it
offers “service, hospitality, and opportunities for spiritual and educational enrich-
ment.” For the past twenty-eight years we have welcomed people from all walks
of life, all ages, and all religious traditions. Our doors have been open to groups
from parishes and churches, schools, organizations, and religious formation
programs. Rooted in the IHM charism of love, creative hope and fidelity, we are
available to anyone wishing to experience some “time apart” in an atmosphere
that encourages engagement with God. Our friends enjoy the peacefulness,
camaraderie, and beauty of this “holy ground.” The peaceful atmosphere found at
the Center is a gift from God that we and they experience through the prayers of
all who participate in our retreats, prayer rituals, days of reflection, and spiritual
sharing.

In the spirit of the Gospel message of God's redeeming love M

and bountiful mercy, we encourage one another on our faith =
: . g Y
journeys. If you are someone who wishes to explore a deeper ; :
relationship with God, please consider joining us so that you,
too, can encounter the peace and beauty afforded by the IHM
Conference/Retreat Center in the Wootton Mansion on the

grounds of St. Aloysius Academy.

Our Mission
Statement

The IHM
Center is a ministry of the

Conference

Sisters of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary offering
service, hospitality and
opportunities for spiritual
and educational enrichment
for religious, lay and
business communities. The
Center provides a contem-
plative environment for
retreat groups, individuals
and business people in a
distraction — free setting,
enabling renewal of mind,
refreshment of spirit and
clarity to the task of

refocusing goals.

A Spirituality Center in the IHM Tradition

The IHM Conference Center is located in Bryn Mawr on the grounds of St.
Aloysius Academy in a mansion built in 1880 by Mr. George Childs. The
Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary purchased the building to house the
boys who attended the Academy. When there was no longer a need for
rooms for boarders, the IHM Congregation decided to use the space for a
Conference Center. Surrounded by beautiful grounds and various views of
nature, it has become a peaceful setting for prayer and solitude. It is a place
of prayer and peace, solitude and refreshment for anyone who needs some

“time apart.”
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JANUARY 2026

The Wootton Book Club
Thursday, January 8, 2026
Hostess: Sister Rose Adams, IHM
10:00 a.M. —11:30 a.M.

Book Title: “Theo of Golden”

Theo of Golden is a novel by Allen Levi about a mysterious stranger named Theo who arrives in the southern city of
Golden and begins a campaign of anonymous kindness. He buys pencil portraits from a local coffee shop and gifts
them to their rightful owners, which leads to new friendships and the sharing of stories. The book is described as a
heartwarming story about generosity, wonder, and the impact of intentional kindness.

Monday Morning Gatherings: “Jesus’ Healing Presence in the Gospels” 7
Monday, January 12, 26, 2026 (continued in February) - ‘ ‘
Presenter: Sister Marie Gipprich, IHM 4 4
9:30 @.M.—12:00 NOON

Stipend: $20 A

“*What do you want me to do for you?” This is a question Jesus asks of a blind man in Mark’s gospel. This question
and the man'’s answer indicate, not only Jesus’ desire to help those who are suffering, but the need for people (us)
to reach out to God for healing of all kinds. We will explore familiar stories about people in the gospels who have

encountered Jesus through physical healing and discuss the implications of the results of those healings for them
and for us.

Movie with Meaning: “Finding Neverland”
Wednesday, January 14, 2026

12:00 noon lunch; 1:00 movie

Stipend $20

This charming account of a period in the life of author J.M. Barrie reveals the real relationships and events that
served as a basis for the author’s most iconic work, “Peter Pan.” After Barrie develops a platonic relationship with
the widowed Sylvia and her four sons, he is inspired to write a play about a group of children who don‘t want to grow
up. The work proves a hit and winds up bringing Barrie and the children together in a way he had never expected.
Starring Johnny Depp and Kate Winslet.

Conference Day: “"The Missing Dr. Louise Joy, Associate Professor of English at Homerton College, writes
Piece”: Wholeness and Holiness” that, “Instead of telling us about childhood or the child condition, (children’s
Tuesday, January 20, 2026 classics) more obviously tell us something about the adult condition...teasing
Presenter: Clare D’Auria, OSF out answers to big philosophical questions.” “The Missing Piece” by Shel
9:30a.m.—2:30 p.m. Silverstein is such a classic, exploring as it does a question that most of us will

come to consider at some point in our lives: "“What do | do when | feel at times
\linmnnﬂi’ém[““f that something is still missing in my life?” You are invited during this retreat

U

Stipend: $40

* day to reflect on your own experience of searching for “the missing piece” and
discover the wisdom offered, not only in this story, but also in the Gospel-
portrayal of the kind of holiness proclaimed by Jesus.




Winter - Spring 2026 Page 3

JANUARY 2026

Private Day of Prayer
Wednesday, January 28, 2026

9:30a.m.—12:30 p.m. ;
Stipend: Good Will Offering
You are welcome to spend some “time apart” for private prayer, reflection, or an opportunity to “rest in the Lord.”

There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in the main chapel in the morning. The porch and Great Hall are
available for your use. Beverages will be available. Kindly call the Center to let us know you are coming .

FEBRUARY 2026

Monday Morning Gatherings: “Jesus’ Healing Presence in the Gospels”
Monday, February 2, 9, 2026
Presenter: Sister Marie Gipprich, IHM
9:30 .M. — 12:00 NOON

Please see page 2 for a description. i
Stipend: $20

TOM HANKS

ABEAUTIFUL DAY

Movie with Meaning: “A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood” wNEIGHBOURHOOD

P

Wednesday, February 4, 2026
Time: 12:00 noon lunch; 1:00 p.m. movie
Stipend: $20

Lloyd Vogel is an investigative journalist who receives an assignment to profile Fred Rodgers, aka Mr. Rogers. He
approaches the interview with skepticism as he finds it hard to believe that anyone can have such a good nature. But
Roger's empathy, kindness and decency soon chips away at Vogel’s jaded outlook on life, forcing the reporter to
reconcile with his own painful past. Starring Tom Hanks.

The Wootton Book Club
Thursday, February 5, 2026
Hostess: Sister Rose Adams, IHM
10:00 a.mM. —11:30 a.m.

Book title: “West with Giraffes”

It's 1938. The Great Depression lingers. Hitler is threatening Europe, and world-weary Americans long for wonder. They
find it in two giraffes who miraculously survive a hurricane while crossing the Atlantic. What follows is a twelve-day road
trip in a custom truck to deliver Southern California’s first giraffes to the San Diego Zoo. Behind the wheel is the young
Dust Bowl rowdy Woodrow. Inspired by true events, the tale weaves real-life figures with fictional ones, including the
world’s first female zoo director, a crusty old man with a past, a young female photographer with a secret, and assorted
reprobates as spotty as the giraffes. Part adventure, part historical saga, and part coming-of-age love story, West with
Giraffes explores what it means to be changed by the grace of animals, the kindness of strangers, the passing of time, and
a story told before it's too late.
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FEBRUARY 2026

Conference Day: “Celebrating Mardi Gras with a Heart to Entering a Grace-filled Lent”
February 17, 2026

Presenter: Sister Kathy Benham, IHM

9:30 8.M.—2:30 p.m.

Stipend: $40

What is God’s desire and what is my desire for deepening my relationship with God this Lent? Engaging scripture,
story, song and art, we will explore some spiritual practices that can enhance our spiritual journey for the next forty
days. Letus gather in a spirit of Mardi Gras with an openness to God's loving invitation.

\- Taize: “Prayer around the Cross”
Monday, February 23, 2026

*¥1:00 p.m. -2:00 p.m.
Stipend: Good Will Offering

Based on the worship service of the community of Taize in France, this is contemplative prayer which included

scripture, readings, song, meditation, intercessory prayers and silence. It is an especially appropriate prayer form to

use during the Lenten season when we reverence the cross of Christ, the key to our salvation.
*Please note change of time

Lenten Prayer Day

Thursday, February 26, 2026
Guide: Sister Marie Gipprich, IHM
9:30 a.m. -2:00 p.m.

Stipend: $30

The Lenten season is the perfect time to come apart and spend time with the Lord. Join us for a few hours of prayer,
reflection, Exposition and Holy Hour. The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available during the day. The day will
include a light breakfast and lunch.

MARCH 2026

Movie with Meaning: “The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind"”
Wednesday, March 4, 2026

Time: 12:00 noon lunch; 1:00 p.m. movie

Stipend: $20

A 13-year-old boy is thrown out of the school he loves when his family can no longer afford the fees. He sneaks in to
the library and learns how to build a windmill to save his village from famine. Starring Chiwetel Ejiofor.

=

Taize: “Prayer around the Cross”

Monday, March g, 16, 23, 30, 2026

*1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Stipend: Good Will Offering  See description above...Note change of time
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MARCH 2026

The Wootton Book Club
Thursday, March 5, 2026
Hostess: Sister Rose Adams, IHM
10:00 a.m. —11:30 a.M.

Book Title: “Lost December”

When Luke Crisp graduates from business school, his father, CEO of Fortune 500 Crisp’s Copy Centers, is ready to share
good news: he wants to turn the family business over to his son. But Luke has other plans. Taking control of his trust
fund, Luke leaves home to pursue a life of reckless indulgence. But when his funds run out, so do his friends. Humbled,
alone, and too ashamed to ask his father for help, Luke secretly takes a lowly job at one of his father’s copy centers.
There he falls in love with a struggling single mom and begins to understand the greatest source of personal joy.

"Afternoon Irish Tea at the Mansion” L
Wednesday, March 11, 2026 ,:?}
1:00 p.m. r

Join us for a celebration of the "wearin’ o' the green” and gather to e %loy a feast of tea, sandwiches,
scones, and dessert. So, don your green finery for an afternoon of food, fun, and friendship.

% %  Stipend: Proceeds from your good will offering will benefit
.t *%‘,,,sc Rev. John Deeney, SJ and his Indian School.
* >

3 6 Numbers are limited
*Registration begins on February 9, 2026

Conference Day: “Hearing and Responding to the ‘Cry of the Poor’”

‘7 L %d/w eﬂwd/p Tuesday, March 17, 2026

ﬁ % :%W?W 9:30a.m.—2:30 p.m.
: iy &

Presenter: Sister Rose Adams, IHM

Stipend: $40

As we find ourselves in the middle of this Lenten season, the presentation will examine Pope Leo’s first Apostolic Exhor-

tation, “Dilexi Te,” which focuses on love of the poor. Popes, Saints, Christians and so many others have witnessed so

generously to this urgent call. Each one of us today is challenged to answer the clarion call to love and serve God's poor
with a deeper love and a compassionate heart.

Private Prayer Day

Wednesday, March 25, 2026 s e =

. . B i \* §

9:30 a.m. —12:30 p.m. o chongeue” SR

Stipend: Good Will Offering ~Rikeod R !:Q\i;;
APRIL 2026

This is a true story of a visionary British physician Dr. Audrey Evans,
who burst onto the scene in 1969 as the first female Chief of Oncology Movie with Meaning: “Audrey’s Children

at the world-renowned Children’s Hospital in Philadelphia. Battling Wednesday, April 8, 2026
many obstacles, Evans developed the first Neuroblastoma Staging Time: 12:00 noon lunch; 1:00 p.m. movie
System, co-founded the first Ronald McDonald House for families of Stipend: $20

patients, and ultimately impacted the lives of millions of children and
families around the world.
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APRIL 2026

Book Title: “The Book Thief”

The Wootton Book Club This book is set in the Munich suburb of Molching, Germany, during the wartime
years of 1939 to 1944. It is narrated from the perspective of Death, who tells the
reader the tale of Liesel Meminger, an orphan who demonstrates an odd fascina-
tion with the written word and begins to steal books at the age of nine. By the end
of the tale, the girl has written her own book, entitled The Book Thief, which falls
into Death’s hands.

Thursday, April 9, 2026
Hostess: Sister Rose Adams, IHM
10:00 a.m. —11:30 a.M.

In Numbers 6: 22-27 the Lord provides us with a richly significant blessing:
“May the Lord bless you and keep you; may the Lord let his face shine
upon you and be gracious to you; may the Lord look upon you kindly and
give you peace.” This blessing is old, but still timely and timeless; person-
ally and theologically compelling! This presentation will unpack the life-
changing “blessings” imparted by this blessing and invite you to embrace a
mission: Become a Blessing!

Conference Day: “Called to Bless and
Be a Blessing”

Tuesday, April 14, 2026

Presenter: Sister J. Sheila Galligan, IHM
9:30a.m.—2:30 p.m.

Stipend: $40

N\

Private Prayer Day
Wednesday, April 29, 02026 Py
9:30 a.M.—12:30 p.M. o,

Stipend: Good Will Offering See page 3 for more information

MAY 2026

Every spring, the gardener begins the process of readying the soil for the new
growing season. Like a garden, the soil of our hearts needs regular work so
that the seeds of Gods' life may continue to grow and flourish. This will be a
day to attend to the soil of our hearts: its needs as well as its fruit. It will be a
time spent with Divine Gardner and learn from Him how to make our garden
fruitful!

Conference Day: “My Secret Garden -
Honoring the Soil of Our Hearts”
Tuesday, May 5, 2026

Presenter: Sister Mercedes Rojo, OSF
Stipend: $40

Book Title: “The Librarian Spy”

The Librarian Spy is a World War Il historical fiction novel by Madeline Martin,
published in 2022. The story follows two protagonists: Ava Harper, a librarian from
the Library of Congress who becomes a spy in Lisbon, Portugal, and Elaine Rousseau,
a member of the French Resistance who works on an underground printing press in
Lyon. The novel is inspired by the true history of America's library spies and connects
the two women through coded messages as they work to gather intelligence and
resist the Nazis.

The Wootton Book Club
Thursday, May 7, 2026

Host: Sister Rose Adams, IHM
10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

On January 15, 2009, Captain Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger tries to make an
emergency landing in New York’s Hudson River after US Airways Flight 1549
strikes a flock of geese. Miraculously, all of the 155 passengers and crew survived
the harrowing ordeal, and Sullenberger became a national hero in the eyes of the _
public and the media. Despite the accolades, the famed pilot had to face an 1:00 p.-m. movie
investigation that threatens to destroy his career and reputation. Stipend: $20
Starring Tom Hanks.

1/}

Movie with Meaning: “Sully
Wednesday, May 13, 2026
Time: 12:00 noon lunch;



https://www.supersummary.com/the-book-thief/major-character-analysis/#170808
https://www.supersummary.com/the-book-thief/symbols-and-motifs/#170816
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OUR PRESENTERS

Sister Rose Adams, IHM  Sister Rose has spent the last twenty years as a Director of Adult
Faith Formation, assisting adults to grow in faith and ministry. She is a certified spiritual
director and also directs retreats for religious and laity. In the summer of 2022, Sister Rose
joined the staff at the IHM Conference Center in Bryn Mawr, PA.

Sister Kathy Benham, IHM Sister Kathy is a Sister, Servant of the Immaculate Heart of Mary
who presently ministers at St. Raphaela Retreat Center in Haverford, PA. She served for many
years as a teacher and Director of Religious Education in both the United States and Peru.
Creativity in music and art always finds a prominent place in Sister Kathy's presentations.

Sister Clare D’Auria, OSF, a Sister of St. Francis of Philadelphia, Aston, PA, currently ministers
as a staff member at the Franciscan Spiritual Center in Aston, PA. Sister Clare has traveled
throughout the United States and abroad, offering directed and conference retreats.

Sister J. Sheila Galligan, IHM is currently a professor emerita in the Department of Theolo-
gy at Immaculata University. Sister Sheila studied (MA) at St Charles Seminary, Overbrook, Pa
and completed her doctoral work (STD) at the University of St Thomas (Angelicum), Rome.
She focused on the writings of C S Lewis. Sr. Sheila has had teaching experience in primary
and secondary levels. She has published articles in various religious and educational journals
and is actively engaged in promoting respect for life.

Sister Marie Gipprich, IHM taught in secondary schools in the Philadelphia and Allentown
dioceses. For over twenty years Sister worked as a Pastoral Assistant/DRE in various parishes
where her ministry included directing retreats and coordinating adult faith formation programs.
She now serves as Director of the IHM Conference Center in Bryn Mawr, PA.

Sister Mercedes Rojos, OSF, a Sister of St. Francis of Philadelphia, currently works as a psy-
chotherapist at Merakey Behavioral Health, a mental health clinic in Sharon Hill, PA. She also
ministers at the Franciscan Spiritual Center in Aston, PA where she offers retreats and spiritual
direction. Sister Mercedes holds master degrees in Education and Pastoral Counseling from St.
Joseph'’s University and Neumann University as well as a Spiritual Direction Certificate from
Neumann University. She has extensive experience as an educator, retreat facilitator and
spiritual director.




IHM Conference/Retreat Center
401 S. Bryn Mawr Avenue
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010

610-581-0120

www.ihmconferencecenter.com
ihmconferencecenter@gmail.com

0 IHM Conference/Retreat Center

in Bryn Mawr, PA

Directions to the Conference/Retreat Center

REGISTRATION
INFORMATION:

Registration is required
for each program.

Please call the Center at:
610-581-0120 or
email Sister Marie:

ihmconferencecenter@gmail.com

If you are unable to attend after
registering, please notify the
Center so that those on a waiting
list may be accommodated.

If a program is canceled by the
Center for any reason, you will
be notified.

All checks should be made to:
IHM Conference Center

Thank you!

From Turnpike and Route 476S

Take exit 13 (Rte 30, St. David's/
Villanova). Go east, passing Villanova,
then 2.5 miles to Bryn Mawr Ave. (WSFS
Bank is on left). Turn right onto Bryn
Mawr Ave.*

*Continue for 1 mile, pass the Hospital,
The Barrack School and the Radwyn
Apartments. Turn left into the grounds
for St. Aloysius Academy.

**Bear right and go up the hill following
the signs for Conference Center.

From City Line Avenue

Follow City Line Ave. to Lancaster Ave.
(Rte 30). Go west into Bryn Mawr.
Notice WSFS Bank on the right. Turn left
onto Bryn Mawr Ave. Follow directions

(*), (*%).

From Route 476S

Take exit 9 (Rte 3). Go west. Turn right at
Rte 320 N. Turn right onto South Bryn
Mawr Avenue. Go 1.5 miles and turn right
into grounds of St. Aloysius Academy.
Follow directions from **

From Upper Darby and East

Travel west on West Chester Pike. Turn
right at Darby Road. Continue straight
through Havertown and Manoa, crossing
Eagle Road. Turn right at Rte 320 N and
turn right at Bryn Mawr Ave. Go 1.5 miles.
Turn right into the grounds of the Acade-
my. Follow directions from **

From Newtown Square and West

Travel east on West Chester Pike. Turn left
at Bryn Mawr Ave. Continue for 3.6 miles.
Turn right into grounds of St. AA. Follow
directions from **




